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Federal Update 
 

 Please Take the Company Model Survey Now   

 ASA Urges U.S. Senate Finance Committee to Give Special Consideration to Anesthesia Payments Under Medicare 

 House Energy and Commerce Committee Leadership Unveil SGR Repeal and Replacement Legislation 

 CMMI Announces Second Round of Health Care Innovation Awards 

 U.S. Senate Committee Advances Compounding Pharmacy Oversight Bill 

 ASA Expresses Support for Changes to Federal HIT Initiative 

 Rep. Harris Delivers Weekly Republican Address; Discusses Health Care and Jobs 

 Senate Confirms Marilyn Tavenner as CMS Administrator 

 FDA Grants Premarket Approval for SEDASYS (R) 

 
 
Session is Over     Advocating for Your Patients is Not 
As of the first week in June, 18 states and the District of Columbia are in Regular Session and 3 states are in Special Session.  

While the lawmakers may have gone home in those states where legislatures have adjourned, it is a guarantee that the 

lobbying continues.  Last week, this week, and in the months to come, lawmakers will be visited by lobbyists and individuals 

seeking support for legislation that will impact anesthesia/sedation delivery as well as perioperative care of patients in your 

community.  While these lobbyists and individuals did not attend or graduate from medical or osteopathic school, or 

successfully complete an anesthesiology residency, they will claim to know what is best for your patients.   

 

Next session is around the corner; now is the time to get prepared.  To learn more about how you can help protect your 

patients and promote your profession through state-level advocacy, contact ASA’s Director of State Affairs, Jason Hansen, at 

j.hansen@asahq.org.   © 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

 
 
State Component Society Executive Directors Meet at ASA Headquarters 
On May 23, 2013, staff leaders from 11 state component societies met at ASA Headquarters for ASA’s annual Component 

Society Executive Directors Meeting.  During the meeting, attendees received briefings and updates from ASA staff 

including CEO Paul Pomerantz; Director of Membership and Subspecialty Services, Celeste Kirschner; Senior 

Communications and Public Relations Manager, Roxanne Pipitone; Component Services Specialist, Robert Kociolek;  

AQI Senior Business Manager, Lance Mueller; and Director of State Affairs, Jason Hansen. 
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Presentation topics included:  

 What’s New in Member Services 

 How ASA Communications Can Work for You 

 Tools for Components from ASA 

 Unified Dues Collection 

 State Legislative and Regulatory Update 

 CME Joint Sponsorship Opportunities with ASA 

 AQI Data Update 

 

Attendees also learned about anesthesiologist assistants’ training, education, and scope of practice from guest presenter and 

American Academy of Anesthesiologist Assistants Secretary, Lauren Hojdila, AA-C.  Additionally, Ms. Hojdila reviewed 

opportunities available to state component societies to collaborate on legislation and availability of anesthesiologist assistant 

education lectures at component society meetings.  

 

To learn more about the ASA Component Society Executive Directors Meeting or about services available to component 

societies through the ASA, contact Bob Kociolek at r.kociolek@asahq.org.  © 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

 
 
Patients Win with Truth in Advertising Legislation 
So far this year, over a dozen states have introduced legislation that would require health care professionals to clearly identify 

their licenses, certifications, and/or employment titles.  For example, Michigan House Bill 4524, titled the “Patient’s Right to 

Know” would require health care professionals to wear a name tag during patient encounters that clearly identifies the type of 

license they hold.  It also ensures that any advertisements or professional websites created to promote health care services 

clearly identify the type of license the provider holds and the extent of services they are legally permitted to provide. 

 

This year, both Texas and Maryland adopted similar legislation.  Texas Governor Rick Perry (R) signed Senate Bill (SB) 945 

into law on May 18, 2013, making Texas the 13th state to enact truth in advertising legislation.  Under SB 945, Texas health 

care providers in hospitals with direct patient care must wear a photo identification badge during all patient encounters 

(unless precluded by adopted isolation or sterilization protocols).  Among other required components of the new law, the 

provider’s type of license must be included on the badge.   

 

This new law would not have been possible without Senior Senator Jane Nelson (R-12) who authored the legislation, and 

House sponsor, Representative Sarah Davis (R-134).  The Texas Society of Anesthesiologists, along with Texas State House 

Member and ASA President, Dr. John Zerwas (R-28), were the lead advocates on this critical legislation which improves 

patient safety in hospitals across Texas. 

 

In Maryland, Governor Martin O’Malley (D) signed SB 512 on May 16, 2013.  This new law requires a health care 

practitioner who practices in a freestanding ambulatory care facility, a physician’s office, or an urgent care facility, to wear a 

badge or other form of identification when providing health care to a patient.  The badge or other form of identification must 

display in readily visible type (1) the health care practitioner’s name and (2) the type of license of the health care practitioner.  

Each health occupations board must adopt regulations to implement the bill.   

  

The new law built upon legislation passed in 2012 prohibiting a physician from representing to the public that the physician 

is certified by a public or private board -- including a multidisciplinary board -- or that the physician is board certified, unless 

(1) the physician discloses the full name of the board and the name of the specialty or subspecialty; and (2) the certifying 

board meets specified requirements.  The Maryland Society of Anesthesiologists (MSA) leadership worked with medical 

specialty colleagues and the state medical society to pass this incremental legislation. 

 

ASA’ Department of State Affairs is available to assist state component societies interested in introducing such legislation.  

For more information, please contact ASA’s Director of State Affairs, Jason Hansen, at j.hansen@asahq.org.  

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 
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Iowa High Court Upholds Rules Authorizing ARNPs to Supervise 
Fluoroscopy 
On May 31, 2013 the Supreme Court of Iowa issued a decision which upholds rules allowing advanced registered nurse 

practitioners (ARNPs) to supervise radiologic technologists using fluoroscopy machines. 

 

The ruling ends litigation that began in June 2010 when the Iowa Society of Anesthesiologists and Iowa Medical Society 

sued to prevent the implementation of the fluoroscopy rules adopted by the Iowa Board of Nursing and the Iowa Department 

of Public Health.   

 

In 2011, a district court determined the Board of Nursing exceeded its authority in adopting the rules and declared the rules 

invalid.  On Friday, the Supreme Court of Iowa overruled the district court’s decision and found the Board of Nursing and 

Department of Public Health held the requisite authority to adopt the rules in question.   

 

Review the full opinion at http://www.iowacourts.gov/Supreme_Court/Recent_Opinions/20130531/11-1977.pdf   

 

See also, the Iowa Society of Anesthesiologists Statement at: http://www.iasahq.org/index.php/component/content/article/41-

uncategorised/69-supreme-court-reverses-district-court-ruling-on-supervision-of-fluoroscopy-by-arnps  

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

 
 
Mississippi Nurse Anesthetists Sue State Medical Board  
On April 12, 2013 the Mississippi Association of Nurse Anesthetists filed a lawsuit against the Mississippi State Board of 

Medical Licensure over recently adopted regulations pertaining to collaborative agreements with Advance Practice 

Registered Nurses (APRNs). The suit claims the Board exceeded its authority in adopting the rules.  

 

According to the complaint: 

 The newly promulgated rule impermissibly limits nurse anesthetists’ scope of practice by prohibiting any 

anesthesiologist from collaborating with more than four nurse anesthetists at any time.  Waivers are permitted 

though no guidance is provided as to circumstances by which such waivers would be granted. 

 

 The rule creates a distance restriction between the collaborating physician’s practice site and the APRN’s practice 

location through which the physician and the APRN must be within 40 miles of each other’s location. 

 

 The rule requires that a collaborating physician be present in the building or within 10 minutes of the building when 

a nurse anesthetist or any APRN is working in or staffing an emergency room.  An exception is provided for “Board 

approved telemanagement arrangements.” 

 

The lawsuit argues the Board of Medical Licensure lacks authority to impose such regulations upon nurses, including nurse 

anesthetists and other APRNs. Per the complaint “…it is beyond dispute that the BON is in the best position to regulate the 

practices of CRNAs. Nevertheless, the BOML is attempting to determine where a CRNA can set up his or her practice and 

even the nature of that practice.” 

 

The lawsuit requests a preliminary and permanent injunction and an immediate temporary restraining order against the rules. 

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 
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